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fatigues and exposure during Ms episcopal visitations in an
enormous diocese under various climates and often at insalu-
brious seasons of the year. This melancholy event led to the
creation of a new bishopric for northern India, namely that of
Lahore.

There was some agitation at that time under the benevolent
auspices of Archdeacon Baly on behalf of the children of "poor
whites" at Calcutta, Europeans and East Indians, many of
whom were growing up in ignorance. Most of them, being
Portuguese in origin, were much intermingled with the Natives
by blood. Assistance was rendered by Government to the
several religious communities in order to mitigate this evil.

In the interior of Bengal proper, the change for the better in
the condition of the peasantry within the last generation was
remarkable. Though the police had still many faults, its
efficiency had been improved by the infusion of European blood,
so to speak, into its body, and by the ameliorated condition of
its Native officers. The crime of gang-robbery had ceased,
which within living memory was the midnight scourge, hated
by all yet resisted by none, and the dread of which was the
skeleton in every villager's closet. Armed ruffianism no longer
stalked abroad to harry terrify and plunder those who had an
unlimited capacity for fear but no stomach for self-defence.
Eack-renting and lawless oppression were comparatively rare;
and peasants garnered their crops without the surveillance of
land-agents, each man resting with comparative comfort under
Ms own bamboo-clump, or Ms cocoa-nut tree, or the eaves of
Ms thatched roof with its festoons of creepers. Not indeed
that the lot of the peasantry had been altogether raised out of
degradation, still it had improved and was yearly improving.

On the other hand a new evil had during recent years arisen,
and was at this time assuming formidable proportions. In
several districts of northern and eastern Bengal agrarian riots
had broken out under the instigation of known agitators, some
landlords had been murdered under circumstances reminding us
of less favoured lands, and a cry arose not only for diminished
rents but for no rent at all. However we passed a law to